PANAMA AND DRAGUIGNAN

Panama, Broken English was used to hurl insults at him,
which lost none of their fervour by being uttered in a foreign
tongue. He had, escaped from the obloquy of Panama, but
it should go hard if one or other of these counts did not ruin
him. The political warfare became more bitter than ever.
His persecutors were relentless : la politique ria pas d'entrailles.

It was at this time that I begged Clemenceau to make some
terms with the Socialists, who were gairung ground rapidly
and appeared to be the coming party in France. His recent
tactics had been decidedly favourable to Socialist views. And
again I express my surprise that Clemenceau, while holding
fast to his opinions as to the necessity for maintaining " law
and order " in every sense, should never have seen his way to
adopting the definite Socialist view as to the necessary and
indeed inevitable policy of collective social progress. But
his strong personal individualism has prevented him from
embracing our principles.

The statesman may quite honestly'accept the theories of
economists and sociologists, while compelled to adapt their
application to the circumstances of his time. No really capable
Socialist who has taken an active part in public life has ever
attempted to do anything else. In France the Guesdists, who
are certainly the most thoroughgoing Marxists in the country,
have always proceeded on these lines in their municipal, and
not unfrequently in their State, policy. Jaures was a specially
fine example of the opportunist in public affairs ; so much so
that he was taunted by more extreme men with being a Minis-
terialist before he was a Minister. Vaillant the Blanquist,
in theory at least an advocate of a physical force revolution
where possible, was in favour of an eight-hour law, compensa-
tion for injury to workmen, and so on. One and all, that is to
say, were ready to use 1Jie social and political forms of to-day
in order to prepare the way for the complete revolution to-
morrow. All Olemenceau's speeches and writings, before and
after the Panama crash and its consequences to him, contain
many passages which every convinced Socialist would accept.
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